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Minutes of the 21st Annual General Meeting of the 
Association of Church Accountants and Treasurers held at 

Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London SW1H 9NH 
on Saturday 19th October 2019 at 12.15 pm  

 

 

Present: The AGM was held during part of a Conference attended by 90 
members, guests and exhibitors whose names are recorded. 
 
1 Apologies for Absence: Justin Day, Ursula Fuller, Tracee McAtear 
 
2  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2018: 

The Minutes of the 20th Annual General Meeting held on the 14th November 2018 were approved 
by a show of hands and signed by the Chairman, John Chastney.   

 
3  The Chairman’s Address: 

John stressed the importance of the role of the treasurer but gave a warning of the occasion when 
a treasurer might take on the treasurer ship of several churches, thus turning the role into a full 
time job.  He said that ACAT’s role is to help to equip the treasurer and asked members to make 
the most of their membership.  A new ACAT website would be launched shortly, and this will be 
fundamental as to how ACAT operates.  The regular Newsletter will take on a new form as an e-
newsletter.  ACAT also offers a wide range of training courses.  Some new topics had been 
introduced in 2019, and he invited members to suggest any areas they would like covered in the 
future.  ACAT has a core of dedicated trainers and is always on the lookout for new volunteer 
trainers.  ACAT’s helpline is well used with some very complex questions being answered.  ACAT 
is also a campaigning organisation, so would welcome any issues members want addressed.  The 
next big change for many churches will be the threshold decrease coming in Spring 2021 from 
£100k to £5k for charity registration and ACAT would be looking to run courses on this next year 
for treasurers and secretaries alike.   
 
John thanked all for attending the AGM - attendees, speakers and exhibitors and for their support 
of ACAT.  He thanked the 5 staff members, Ashley Ellis, Susan Bye, Joy Spencer, Cath Fox and 
Ben Rooth. 
 
Ben Rooth then introduced himself and his new role of Communications Officer.  With a 
background in journalism, PR and media, Ben hoped to bring some experience to ACAT with the 
new website, introducing social media and the new e-newsletter.  Ben welcomed any suggestions 
for articles and topics to cover, 
 
John then introduced the ACAT board of directors present, himself, Robert Meakin as deputy 
chairman, Greyham Dawes as treasurer, Catherine Beech, Trevor James, Roger Pinchbeck and 
Cyril Wood. 
 

4  To receive the Annual Report & Accounts for year ended 31st March 2019: 
Robert Meakin asked those present to confirm receipt of the Annual Report and Accounts for the 
year ended 31st March 2019.  This was done by a show of hands. 

 
5  To elect Directors of ACAT Trustee Company: 

Robert Meakin proposed that John Chastney be re-appointed as a director.  Robert read out John’s 
CV and gave a personal endorsement.  This re-appointment was approved by a show of hands. 

 
6  Any Other Business:   None had been notified. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.44 pm 

 
Signed…………………………………………………  Date………………………………….. 


