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We want to keep churches 
open and in use Yours for good.



Our Strategy: For 

Churches
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The House of Good – A Foundation

The UK’s churches, chapels and meeting houses are some of the 
most beautiful and historic buildings in the world. These buildings 
have huge value for local people and communities.

The National Churches Trust is the UK wide charity that supports 
churches, of all denominations, that are used for worship, keeping 
them in good repair, being used and open for all.

The House of Good is our programme of research which is 
quantifying the economic and social value of churches to the UK.

Commissioned by the National Churches Trust, research is carried 
out by economic and data analysts State of Life. 

This research is important as it allows us to make the case for church 
buildings to Government, to heritage organisations, to funders and 
to the public.



The House of Good
The first report  published in early 2020, followed the approach of HM Treasury’s 

The Green Book. Calculating both market and non market value, it showed that 

the economic and social value of church buildings to the UK was £12.4 billion.

In November 2021, following changes to the way the Government measures 

wellbeing, the value was re-calculated to be £55 billion.

The non market value was calculated examining only four activities that take 

place in church buildings; food banks, youth groups, drug and alcohol addiction 

support groups and mental health counselling. 

That means that even the £55 billion figure is likely to be a conservative 

calculation of the benefits created by church buildings.



The House of Good: Local
The House of Good calculated that the average economic and social value of a 

church is around £1.3 million (calculated using the the most recent methodology 

used by Government to measure well-being). 

The House of Good: Local will allow individual churches to calculate a more exact 

value of the economic and social good they deliver to the local community. 

Using a simple to use online calculator, a church will input the community and 

support services they provide and the number of attendees for each activity and 

the number of volunteers involved.

The House of Good: Local will calculate the wellbeing value of these activities, 

using HM Treasury Green Book wellbeing valuation methodology.

This can also be used to demonstrate their value to local councils, to the local 

voluntary sector and to parishioners. It can also be help with fundraising to show 

the social value of a church



The House of Good: Local



The House of Good: Local -

Questions
• Total number of attendees at the main service on a typical Saturday/Sunday
• Average annual church expenditure
• Total number of regular volunteers in a year (i.e., who volunteer at least once a month)
• Total number of people who participate in the choir or a music group regularly (at least once a 

month)
• Total number of people who attend a community group (at least once a month)
• Total number of people who attend drug/alcohol support sessions regularly (at least once a 

month)
• Total number of people who use the foodbank regularly (at least once a month)
• Total number of people who attend mental health support sessions regularly (at least once a 

month)
• Total number of people who attend a youth group regularly (at least once a month)
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Activity Target Value £

A) Total number of attendees at main service on a typical Saturday/Sunday 40 people 140360

B) Average annual church expenditure 150000 150000

C) Total number of regular volunteers in a year (i.e. who volunteer at least once a month) 15 people 13005

D) Total number of people who participate in the choir or a music group regularly (at least once a month) 30 people 43620

E) Total number of people who attend a community group regularly (at least once a month) 25 people 34325

F) Total number of people who attend the drug/alcohol support sessions regularly (at least once a month) and successfully overcome their addiction 5 people 21435

G) Total number of people who use the food bank regularly (at least once a month) or for whom the food bank played a crucial part in hunger relief 5 people 16480

H) Total number of people who attend the mental health support sessions regularly (at least once a month) and experience an improvement in their mental health 

outcomes 10 people 70290

I) Total number of young people who attend the youth group regularly (at least once a month) 10 people 27460

516975



The House of Good: Health
In October 2024, we published the second The House of Good report. This 
has a specific focus on healthcare. 

The House of Good: Health shows that churches provide essential health-
related support services that would cost billions of pounds a year to deliver

From youth groups to food banks, from drug and alcohol addiction 
support to mental health counselling, churches directly provide or host a 
growing list of vital health related services for people in urgent need.

In the process, churches relieve huge cost pressures on the National Health 
Service, worth an estimated £8.4 billion each year. That’s the equivalent to 
the cost of employing 230,000 nurses. (The £8.4 billion also includes the 
wellbeing to volunteers who help to deliver many of the health-related 
support services).

The £8.4 billion is how much it would cost the NHS to produce the same 
level of health improvements provided by churches, equivalent to around 
4% of total UK public health spending.



The House of Good: Health



How you can help:
1. When we launch the House of Good Local Calculator, 

use it

2. Get a copy of House of Good Health & watch our 
video: https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/house-
good-health

3. Use the information. Spread the word.

4. Join as a Friend

5. Write to your MP

6. Help us in future projects: 2025 National Research 
Project being planned

Karl Newton: Deputy CEO National Churches Trust:
karl.newton@nationalchurchestrust.org

https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/house-good-health
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/house-good-health
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